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An Advent Gift for You  
From First Baptist Church of New Bern 

Advent is the first season in the church calendar. Since the 7th century A.D., 

Christians have included this celebration in their preparation for Christmas Day. 

Beginning four Sundays before Christmas, its purpose is twofold: first, it prepares 

us for the celebration of the birth of Christ and second, it reminds us that we are 

eagerly waiting for Jesus' return in glory. 

The word "advent" originates from the Latin word advenio which means coming 

to. Advent is the time when we focus on Christ coming to the world. Throughout 

history, the Israelites anticipated the coming of their Messiah. In the Old 

Testament, over 400 scriptures and prophecies outline His birth, life, death, 

resurrection, and return. God had a plan to redeem His people. He declared His 

plan to His prophets over the centuries and is fulfilling His Word even now. 

"Prepare the way of the Lord" serves as a main theme of this season. As we get 

ready for Christmas, we should not neglect to prepare our lives for Jesus, who 

came as "the light of the world." His light penetrated a dark world, which allowed 

all to see their Messiah, and the hope of their future. 

Today we need to be prepared for the coming of Christ. Learning more about 

what the Bible reveals about Christ's return will enable us to understand the 

possible significance of world events. 
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    Isaiah’s Revelation 

See Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Isaiah 9:6 

 

I thank my God, Who named His Son “Immanuel.” 

Living God is with us now. 

He’s one with us, abiding Grace. 

Grace all-sufficient, boundless Love. 

Thanks be to God, Who loves His world. 

Thanks for His Son Immanuel! 

 

I thank my God, Who named His Son “Love’s Wondrous Guide.” 

Light and Hope and Truth are here. 

God sent forth Light of World with Hope; 

Truth that His Wondrous Love is Life. 

Thanks be to God, Who loves His world. 

Thanks for His Son, Love’s Wondrous Guide! 

 

I thank my God, Who named His Son “The Mighty God.” 

Great Physician now is here. 

He creates hearts anew; restored. 

Gives strength of Joy, and power of Grace. 

Thanks be to God, Who loves His world. 

Thanks for His Son, The Mighty God! 

 

I thank my God, Who named His Son, “The Father Kind.” 

Father Eternal now with us. 

He holds us close to tender heart; 

Blesses with care and strong embrace. 

Thanks be to God, Who loves His world. 

Thanks for His Son, The Father Kind! 

I thank my God, Who named His Son “The Prince of Peace.” 

Peace with God now made for us, 

The Lamb of God is Prince of Peace, 

Dying, yet rising from the tomb. 

Thanks be to God, Who loves His world. 

Thanks for His Son, The Prince of Peace! 

 

--Helen Sims Smaw 

 



Sunday, November 28 

 

Thanks to those who chose the Old and New Testament scriptures to begin our season of Advent: 

Happy New (Christian Liturgical) Year!  

I love that these passages connect the promised Messiah in the Old Testament  with the “coming 

of our Lord Jesus.” But notice that it doesn’t stop there, it then reminds us that we will see God 

“face to face” and then the advent (coming) “with all his saints.” 1 Thessalonians further 

instructs that we should “increase and abound in love for one another.” 

Many of you have heard me share my testimony. I was literally nurtured into faith through a 

loving Christian family and “abundant in love” church family. Growing up in a traditional 

Southern Baptist Church, I knew nothing about what Advent, Lent and other liturgical holidays 

really meant. However, I witnessed and experienced it through the saints of Cherryville Second 

Baptist Church. 

In Lent we focus on the solemn themes of penitence, fasting, suffering and prayer moving 

toward the death then get to the victorious resurrection of our Lord and Savior. Advent is truly a 

season of celebration as we anticipate the birth of our promised Messiah, Lord, and Savior. 

Our challenge during this season of celebration is to look for ways that we as saints can “increase 

and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for God.” Go 

experience and share this glorious love of Christ! 

 

Kerry Peeler 

 

  

 

 

  

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah 
will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord 
is our righteousness.” 

 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is 
lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 
And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we 
abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 

 



Monday, November 29 

 

 

“How much time do I have?” “How much time will it take?” “Do I have enough time?” 

Common questions, right? We live by the clock and calendar, moving from one time block to 

another, one task to another, limiting ourselves to what we can accomplish. Not so with God! 

“…from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.” (Psalm 90:2) He is not limited by time and 

does not see us as successes or failures. Peter even says, ”But do not forget this one thing, dear 

friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” (2 

Peter3:8)  

At the completion of God’s creation activity, including the creation of time, “God saw all 

that He had made, and it was very good.” (Genesis 1:31) God is spirit in the realm of 

timelessness, rather than flesh in the sphere of time. As believers we are comforted knowing that 

God, though timeless and eternal, is in time with us right now, 2021, here in this moment with 

us. And because He’s in this moment, He can respond to our needs and prayers. 

Mankind needed a Savior, so God in His infinite love for His creation sent flesh to Earth 

to live in real time 2000 years ago, no time questions asked! That Savior still responds to our 

needs today, living in us as the Holy Spirit. Listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit in the carols of 

Christmas, in the stillness of a live Nativity, in the reading of the Christmas story, or in the 

brilliance of the nighttime sky. He’s here, in our time! 

 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  Romans 15:13 

 

Jo Ann Banks 

 

 

 

 
 

Psalm 90     A prayer of Moses the man of God. 
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place   throughout all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were born  or you brought forth the whole world, 

    from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 



Tuesday, November 30 

Each year, the Advent season seems to bring on a new wave of depression for many. Life 

can seem overwhelming. Family ridicules your actions. In-laws get jealous and make life 

unbearable. Your spouse and children can be madding and even despise you. Friends deliberately 

betray you and try to do you harm. Your best friend dies, then his brother tries to destroy you. 

You just want to stop the world, get off, fold into a little ball and escape from everything, crying 

until you cannot cry any more. And the contrast of the joyous season just makes things worse. 

Can you relate to any of this? I know I have felt a few myself.  

David experienced them all. The Psalms are filled with the evidence of his anguish as 

told in the chapters of 1st and 2nd Samuel. David gets to settle into the role of King of all Israel. 

He goes to the tent he pitched to house the Ark of God, not to lie prostrate or kneel or even stand, 

but to sit a spell and saturate himself in God’s presence, thankful. God had not prevented the 

lion’s share of David’s troubles; but, he was overwhelmed by God’s goodness that brought him 

THROUGH his troubles, through the valley of the shadow of death. David realized that he had 

not earned any of God’s blessings, but it was God’s faithfulness to his promises to David that 

overwhelmed him with gratitude. 

Advent is a celebration of the anniversary of the coming fulfillment of God’s promises to 

you and me though the unearned gift of His only begotten Son. Like David, we live in a fallen 

world. Life is hard. But God is good and mindful of each and every one of us. He has good plans 

for us. At the end of John 16 Jesus reminds us that in this world we shall indeed face persecution, 

but for us to take courage as he overcame the world. This was so that we might be filled with his 

joy and live an abundant life in this world. Great is God’s faithfulness. So, sit a spell with the 

Lord your God and see His new mercies each day. Rejoice and believe in the coming fulfillment 

of His promise of goodness for you.  

          Brant Bills 

2 Samuel 7  18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said: “Who am  

I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? 19 And as if this were 

not enough in your sight, Sovereign Lord, you have also spoken about the future of the house of 

your servant—and this decree, Sovereign Lord, is for a mere human! 20 …. 22 “How great you 

are, Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we have heard with 

our own ears. 23 And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that God went out to 

redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform great and 

awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom you 

redeemed from Egypt? 24      You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and 

you, Lord, have become their God. 25 “And now, Lord God, keep forever the promise you have 

made concerning your servant and his house. Do as you promised, 26 so that your name will be 

great forever. Then people will say, ‘The Lord Almighty is God over Israel!’ And the house of 

your servant David will be established in your sight. 27 “Lord Almighty, God of Israel, you have 

revealed this to your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house for you.’ So your servant has found 

courage to pray this prayer to you. 28 Sovereign Lord, you are God! Your covenant is 

trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant. 29 Now be pleased to bless 

the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you, Sovereign Lord, 

have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed forever.” 

 

 



Wednesday, December 1 
 

  So here we are in the Christmas season, celebrating Advent, when we prepare our hearts 

and minds for the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. Christmas is still 24 days away, so we have 

time to really concentrate on the miracle that occurred on that day. God had a plan, it was to send 

his son into the world to save it, not condemn it (John 3:17). God created the plan, Jesus 

implemented it and now the Holy Spirit sustains it.  

The prophet Isaiah wrote about the birth of Jesus 700 years before it occurred! He paints 

a beautiful picture of the coming Messiah and His everlasting kingdom of justice, righteousness, 

and salvation. These future joys and blessings are for those who remain faithful to God. Marvel 

at the attributes and virtues of Jesus in vv.2-6.  The spirit of the Lord will rest upon Him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel, and might… the spirit of knowledge and fear of 

the Lord. He will delight in our obeying the Lord and will not judge by appearance, false 

evidence, or hearsay. He will defend the poor and exploited, and rule against and destroy the 

wicked. As a Christian, I am called to live the life Jesus has modeled, to be “Christlike”.  

That is a tall order for us, but we must try. Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to dwell in us and 

show the world the love of Jesus.  With Jesus’ spirit in our hearts, we can live this way, and see 

the result. See the hope of peace and harmony that can exist in the world. ”The wolf and the 

lamb will live together, the leopard and the goat will be at peace. Calves and yearlings will be 

safe among the lions and a little child will lead them all.” What a wonderful existence! It is hard 

to imagine a world like this. with all the political strife and the way people disrespect each other.  

We need to focus on the prophetic words of Isaiah. Jesus came into the world and gives 

us tremendous hope. Hope that the world will become a better place if we all focus on His 

commands and obey Him.  Hope that good will overcome evil and that God will reign supreme 

in His world. During this Advent season and the upcoming year, let us strive to follow the path 

that Jesus taught.  A path that will lead us to a peaceful, harmonious, and God-filled life. May 

His holy presence bless you during this season.       

       

         John Duff 

 

 

The Branch From Jesse  

Isaiah 11: 1-9  A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 

fruit.2 The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him  the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,  the 

Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord 3 and he will de-

light in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he 

hears with his ears;4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give 

decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the 

breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will be his belt  and faithfulness the 

sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb,  the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling[a] together;  and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will 

feed with the bear,     their young will lie down together,  and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 

The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s 

nest. 9 They will neither harm nor destroy  on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the Lord  as the waters cover the sea.  



     Thursday, December 2 

 

 

Christmas is a time to rejoice and reflect on all Jesus has done for us. A birth of a baby is 

so exciting. The new parents wonder what kind of person their child will grow up to be. They 

have ideas in mind, but they are not 100% sure. Yet, regardless of the outcome of who they will 

be, they are so excited to be parents of the newborn child. Jesus’ birth had a whole different level 

of excitement. His birth represents God’s love for us, redemption, forgiveness, hope, and so 

much more. I can only imagine the excitement everyone had when Jesus was born. 

 

  Jesus’ birth is a reminder that God has a plan, and He is in control, and He loves us. 

Regardless of what is happening in the world around us today, God is in control. Traditionally 

around the holiday season, people will stress over the perfect gifts to give, the perfect decorated 

home, the perfect feast, the perfect holiday party. The list can go on and on regarding the stress 

people can have leading up to Christmas. I challenge you to slow down and reflect on what 

Jesus’ birth means to you. Christmas is a time of year to rejoice and sing praises to God for 

sending His son Jesus to save us all. Have peace in knowing God is in control and Jesus was 

born for both you and I so we may be saved. 

 

Merry Christmas! May God bless and keep you –  

Jennifer Emens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Luke 1: 39-45 

39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she 

entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 

baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 

exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why am 

I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your 

greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has believed 

that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!” 



Friday, December 3 

As a retired career educator of primary children, I unashamedly LOVE Christmas! I have 

so many cherished memories of the holiday excitement of my former first graders - their joyful 

laughter, eager participation in crafts, the thrill of what Santa will be bringing, and especially 

their genuine enjoyment of the books we read during the season. Some of the happiest times in 

my life have been reading to my now grown daughter, and presently to my precious 

granddaughters. It has been said that the purpose of children’s literature is not to teach kids to 

read, but to teach them about life. Dr. Seuss, in his classic book, The Grinch Who Stole 

Christmas, affirms that “Maybe Christmas doesn’t come from a store. Maybe Christmas perhaps 

means a little bit more.” Not certain if the Grinch actually had a spiritual awakening, but he was 

definitely on the right track towards opening up his heart to the true meaning of the holidays. 

As followers of our Lord, we are gifted with the greatest present of all – our Savior Jesus 

Christ. His coming birth was anxiously anticipated. The prophet, Zechariah, in Luke 1:68 told of 

the coming of Christ “as the rising sun from Heaven to shine on those living in darkness.” The 

Bible tells of the precious gift of Jesus, how God sent Him to our world to give us everlasting 

life. However, based on Oswald Chambers’ devotion, His Upmost for His Highest, he explains a 

little different twist to this concept: “He is not OUR gift – we are to be his delightful gift to 

HIM!” 

Imagine each of us as a valuable gift to the Savior! Personally, this humbles me 

profoundly. I challenge you this Christmas to consider how you can be a gift to God. It can be 

quite simple - making a call to a needy person or picking up medication at the drug store for a 

sick neighbor. Nothing blesses God’s heart more than when we are serving Him by serving 

others. There is really no finer way to demonstrate that “maybe Christmas means a little bit 

more!” 

Prayers of Christmas blessings to you all! 

                                              Mona Quick 

Luke 1:68-79 (NIV) 

68 “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come to his people and redeemed them. 

69 He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant David 

70 (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),  

71 salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us— 

72 to show mercy to our ancestors and to remember his holy covenant, 

73     the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 74 to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 

    and to enable us to serve him without fear 75     in holiness and righteousness before him all our 

days. 

76 And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 

for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 

77 to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 

78 because of the tender mercy of our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 

79 to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow of death, 

to guide our feet into the path of peace.” 



Saturday, December 4 

 

 

One of my favorite things about Christmas is the lights. When the decorations start going 

up in neighborhoods or when you can see the sparkle of a Christmas tree in windows, that’s how 

I know that the Christmas season is truly here. My favorite family tradition has to be driving 

down Canterbury Road and seeing the magical sight of the hundreds of Christmas balls hanging 

from the trees. Going 5 miles per hour to soak it all in, the Christmas music blaring from the 

radio, my dog sticking her head out the window to enjoy it as well, and every year I never get 

tired of this tradition. Unfortunately, Christmas looks a little different this year. No Christmas 

balls, no traditions, no comfort of my little town.  

 

This year I will be spending most of the Christmas season on my college campus, 

surrounded by strangers instead of friends and family. Even though my campus is already 

beautifully decorated, it does not feel like home. The holidays can be hard sometimes, especially 

in a new and somewhat lonely place. When thinking about the fact that Christmas may be a little 

less bright this year due to some loved ones that will not be with us, or not having Christmas 

lights from home, there is one Christmas light I take with me wherever I go. No matter where we 

go, the light of Jesus is always with us even though it may not feel like it. His light is the 

brightest of all and we can see it all around us if we open our hearts and our minds.  

 

Here at college, I have learned a lot about mindset. It has really helped me with staying 

positive even in hard times. Although I may not be able to spend the Christmas season in New 

Bern this year, it just helps me appreciate my little town even more. No matter how lonely or 

homesick I get around the holidays, I think about how lucky I am to be at an amazing school that 

was made possible by the hard work of myself, my parents and the grace of God.  

 

Christmas is always one of the most wonderful times of the year, but we easily forget the 

true reason for the season. We can easily get so wrapped up in the lights, decorations, and 

presents, we forget the greatest gift of all: the birth of Jesus. The holidays can come with stress, 

guilt, and loneliness, but it is in those moments we need to remember the light of Christ the most. 

Whenever you see those beautiful lights this Christmas, I encourage you to take a step back and 

remember the light of Christ that shines through you and for you. Try to find the good in the hard 

moments this holiday season.  
 

Tara Thurman 

 

 
 

  

John 1:4-5 (NIV) 

In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.         



Sunday, December 5 

 

Preparing for His coming… 

Advent is certainly one of my favorite seasons of the year.  I always enjoy accompanying 

Christmas concerts at several schools in our community as well as attending choral concerts in 

our area churches.  I especially look forward to the Craven Messiah Chorus presentation of 

George Frederic Handel’s THE MESSIAH every year.  Although the presentation has been 

canceled the past two years due to precautions dealing with Covid-19, I can still hear the 

beautiful sounds of this magnificent work resonating through the historic sanctuary of Centenary 

United Methodist Church.  Close your eyes and you will be able to hear the rich bass solo voice 

singing the words found in the book of Malachi: “For He is li-i-ike a refi-i-i-i-i-i-ne-er’s fi-i-

ire.”  When I was much younger, I had a difficult time understanding the words that the bass 

soloist was singing.   

 

Let’s take a moment and reflect upon this passage found in the Old Testament:  

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple.  The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight – indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, 

until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah 

and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 

Malachi 3:1-4 

 

The process of refining metal sounds rather dirty and smelly, and I’m sure that it can be 

dangerous at times.  Oh, but what a treasure when something useless is turned into something 

useful.  

In closing, I would like to use David’s prayer of forgiveness found in Psalm 51 as we prepare our 

hearts for the coming of the Christ-child.  Let us pray: 

Have mercy on me, O God…blot out my transgressions…Wash away all my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin…wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

 

Barry E. Templeton  

Psalm 51:1,2,7   

 Have mercy on me, O God…blot out my transgressions…Wash away all my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin…wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.       

 

 

 



Monday, December 6 

 

 

A Christmas Playlist 

   

The best part of my Christmas is in the preparation or journey that leads me to Christmas 

Eve’s candlelight service in our sanctuary.  As I decorate, shop, cook, clean, and worry over all 

“I think I need to do” leading up to that yearly event, there is one constant, Christmas music.  It 

is everywhere I shop, it is on my television, radio, Google home and I love it.  Personally, when I 

hear, “A Charlie Brown Christmas Track” at Thanksgiving, the race is officially on to prepare 

myself and family for Christmas. 

  

 The Psalms are not your typical Christmas Bible passages and Psalm 126 does not speak 

of the birth of our Savior, but it does speak about a journey that the Hebrew people took and the 

manner in which they made the journeys to Jerusalem for worship.  There are fifteen Psalms that 

are Psalms of Ascent.  They are the songs sung during this pilgrimage or spiritual journey that 

prepared their hearts for worshiping God in thanksgiving for the blessings received from above. 

  

 During advent, we too, are on a pilgrimage, spiritual journey or ascent to worship the one 

and only God that gave his only begotten son, Jesus Christ to save us from our sins.  My ascent 

into the season includes many Christmas songs but the two that truly evoke a powerful 

worshipful significance are “Mary Did You Know?” and “Sweet Little Jesus Boy” (I can still 

hear Sonja Moore singing it a cappella many years ago).  As we journey back to Bethlehem on 

Christmas Eve, what would your playlist include? 

  

 

 

  Lee Ann Smith 

 

 

 

  

Psalm 126   

A song of ascents. 

1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of   Zion, we were like those who dreamed. Our mouths 

were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the 

nations, “The Lord has done great things for them.”  The Lord has done great things for us, 

and we are filled with joy.4 Restore our fortunes, Lord, like streams in the Negev.5 Those who 

sow with tears will reap with songs of joy.6 Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will 

return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them. 



Tuesday, December 7 

  

 

Christmas 1941 

 

I was 3 years old, and to my delight, I found by the Christmas tree a wonderful wooden horse. My 

parents had found it, old and broken, stored in a dusty barn. Grandpa sanded it down and glued it back 

together; Uncle Vic painted it a lovely dapple gray; and Daddy fashioned a mane and tail from a length of 

heavy rope. The horse still lives at my house, having been ridden by me, my sister, my children, my 

grandchildren, and yes, my great-grandchildren. It’s a reminder to me of a magical Christmas – a time 

when I was blissfully unaware of the events which led our country into World War II. On December 8, 

1941, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, addressing a joint session of Congress, said, “Yesterday, 

December 7, 1941, a date which will live in infamy, the United States of America was suddenly and 

deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.” That day, December 8, Congress 

approved the president’s declaration of war on Japan. Three days later, Japan’s allies, Germany and Italy 

declared war against the United States. 

Our country went to war less than three weeks before Christmas, and the whole world was in 

shock. Americans tried valiantly to celebrate the birth of Christ while many grieved over family members 

lost. Three days before Christmas, in an inspiring demonstration of solidarity, Prime Minister Churchill 

joined President Roosevelt in lighting the White House Christmas tree. On Christmas morning the two 

Heads of State attended church together, an example to all, that through the grief and tears, Christmas 

came. The Babe in the Manger came to remind us of the possibilities of Peace and Goodwill. 

This past August, our 32-year-old grandson, Joe, lost the battle for his life – a battle that began 

when he was 16 years old. He was described by many as a star on the baseball field and a star in the drum 

line, but Joe was really a star in the game of life. After missing his entire junior year of high school, he 

graduated with honors with his class, graduated from college, and went to work. Then came recurrences, 

three of them, and two strokes. Over the years, as he lost the ability to do certain things, eventually losing 

even the ability to walk, he would develop another ability. He was a poet, a musician, an artist. The day I 

saw Joe come up my sidewalk using a walker, I had to brush away a few tears. Joe said, “Get used to it, 

Grandma, this is the new normal.” Now that he is gone, there is a different “new normal” for me to get 

used to. And it is hard. I didn’t see how I could get through the holidays. I still don’t. But I know that 

when December 25th comes around, it will still be the birthday of Jesus and there will be rejoicing in 

heaven and on earth.    

  

Thanks be to God.     

MaryAnn Stinson 

 

 

 

  

2 Peter 1:3 

His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the knowledge of 
him who called us by[a] his own glory and goodness. 



Wednesday, December 8 

 

Joy 

At Christmas time we think of the joy of the birth of Jesus Christ. “And she brought forth her 

firstborn Son and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger.” The angel of the 

Lord appeared to the shepherds in the fields tending their sheep and said to them, “Do not be 

afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. For there is 

born to you this day in the city of David, a savior, who is Christ the Lord.” The wise men saw the 

star in the East and traveled far to worship him. “And when they saw the star, they rejoiced with 

exceedingly great joy.” 

Joy for me was the setting up of our nativity. When I was very young, about six or seven, my 

Granny Mac, took up ceramics. She made a nativity for herself and one for my mother. They 

were absolutely beautiful and very lifelike. My father made a stable for them and thatched the 

roof with pine straw. I was always so excited for the nativity to be set up and loved to look at the 

baby Jesus and all of the animals. It was set up on the sideboard in the dining room, so it was a 

bit high for little fingers to touch. I was always sad to see them put away in their special boxes at 

the end of the Christmas season but knew that I would see them again next year.  

After my grandmother and mother passed away, my sister and I each received one of the 

activities. Mine is in its special box waiting to be displayed again this Christmas. 

 

Kathy Swindell 

  

Luke 1:46-50  

And Mary said:   “My soul glorifies the Lord  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,48 for he 

has been mindful  of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me 

blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—   holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,   from generation to generation. 

 

 



Thursday, December 9 

 

Christmas memories. We all have these special memories. I love so many things about 

Christmas, the music from the different choirs, family time, but one of the things I always look 

forward to is the children's Christmas plays. I grew up in a small church in western North 

Carolina and each year the children presented their play to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The 

children were excited, and their parents were as well. As a young girl I looked forward to the 

time I could join the older girls and portray an angel. Finally, that time came and as I walked 

down the aisle wearing a white robe and a tinsel covered halo, a memory was made that has 

lasted with me all these years. 

During the 1980's and 90's hear at First Baptist, I was privileged to co-direct the 

children's Christmas plays with Ann Wade. I don't know who was more excited, the directors or 

the children. The children memorized their music and any spoken lines for the play. During this 

time the children were making memories of honoring the baby Jesus. They also gave me 

memories that I will always treasure. 

Last year during the Covid virus, our children presented the living nativity in the 

Memorial Garden. Watching them brought back memories of past years as they came to tell the 

story of the birth of Jesus, and they gave us memories to last for years. As part of this story there 

was an angel looking down on Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus. Seeing the angel brought up 

memories of my youth and portraying an angel in our church Christmas plays. 

Christmas memories. What a blessing. But the greatest blessing of all is the birth of Jesus 

Christ, a gift to us from God. 

 

  Merry Christmas.   

   Faye Willingham 

  

Luke 2:8-14 (NIV) 

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be to all people. Today in the town of David 
a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests..” 

 



Friday, December 10  

 On his third missionary trip, when the Apostle Paul was determined to take up a 

collection for the impoverished church in Jerusalem, he sent his second letter to the believers in 

Corinth, in part, imploring them to get prepared to take up this collection because someone was 

coming to pick it up.  Paul kind of bragged on the believers in Macedonia for their eager 

willingness to give to the Jerusalem poor but he wanted to especially let the Corinthians know 

that they were not expected to out give the Macedonians; this was not a giving competition, but 

they were to give as they had decided in their hearts, and as they had been blessed by God.  Paul 

told them that any gift they could give would all be used by God to meet the needs of the needy 

in Jerusalem.   

When our two children were small, the church we attended in Morganton often had an 

“old-fashioned aisle march” for the receiving of special emphasis offerings. We shared, along 

with other families, in taking our offerings down the aisle as a family to the offering plates to 

celebrate our thanksgiving to God for how He had blessed us and by passing on the importance 

of giving back as He had blessed us, not only to support our local church and its ministries but 

also to support Christian ministries throughout the world.  

Paul may have started the first foreign missions offering from Christian churches, and our 

own foreign mission offerings today are still used to support the work of our missionaries and 

missions in needy and impoverished areas of the world. Especially during the Christmas season, 

let us be mindful of those struggling financially all around us and around the world. May we 

continue to give cheerfully and generously and give God the glory for all His blessings.  And as 

Paul encouraged the Corinthians, as you give God will “multiply your seed for sowing and 

increase the harvest of your righteousness.” (v.10).        

        David and Virginia Knight 

  

2 Corinthians 9:1-15 (NRSV)    

Now it is not necessary for me to write you about the ministry to the saints, 2 for I know 
your eagerness, which is the subject of my boasting about you to the people of 
Macedonia, saying that Achaia has been ready since last year; and your zeal has stirred 
up most of them. 3 But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you 
may not prove to have been empty in this case, so that you may be ready, as I said you 
would be; 4 otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find that you are not 
ready, we would be humiliated—to say nothing of you—in this undertaking.[a] 5 So I 
thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you, and arrange in advance 
for this bountiful gift that you have promised, so that it may be ready as a voluntary gift 
and not as an extortion. 6 The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you 
must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in 
abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly 
in every good work.   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9%3A1-15&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28945a


Saturday, December 11 

 

 

Recently, on a Sunday morning, dressed for church, waiting on my wife to get ready, I 

turned to a TV channel where Dr. David Jeremiah was preaching his sermon titled “Where do we 

go from here?” Shortly we were off to church, didn’t hear the sermon, but the title stuck with me. 

The title reminded me of times when I had thought of and asked myself that question. It seems 

that asking myself, I always face a fork or choice in my “Where do we go from here” road. Some 

choices, I learned too late, were not the right ones. If I would just remember to ask the right 

“source,” that would eliminate the “fork” and wrong choices! 

There are good reasons to ask, “Where do we go from here” needing a clear and decisive 

answer. Life, church, family, health, and future is a short list, but life is the one and if we live it 

as we are instructed, everything else will fall into place. 

 

Prayer for the day: 

 

Lord God of love and forgiveness, I am asking “where do I go from here”? Help me with 

what I need to listen, understand, and abode by Your answer, not by my choices.   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Anonymous 

 

 

  

Isaiah 40:1-5 

0 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed,  that her sin has been 
paid for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand    double for all her sins. 

3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, 

 every mountain and hill made low: the rough ground shall become level,  the rugged 
places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”              



   Sunday, December 12 

 

 

 

I do not know about you but when I think about scripture during the Advent Season, the book of 

Zephaniah does not immediately come to mind, but perhaps it should. In this passage, the birth 

of Jesus is foretold. The prophet Zephaniah says that the LORD your God is in your midst. Jesus 

is coming and he is the best gift that anyone could ever receive.  

 

What is the best gift that you ever received for Christmas? Remember the feeling when you 

received this gift? Even this pales in comparison to the feeling that the people who have been 

oppressed and lived in fear of enemies attacking and disasters occurring now have with the 

knowledge that God will be among them in the flesh, through the birth of Jesus. Although we do 

not have the same aforementioned context as the people in the book of Zephaniah, we must as 

Christians have the same feeling of joy and excitement in knowing that Zephaniah’s prophecy of 

the birth of Jesus has indeed been fulfilled.  

 

We can sing “Joy to the World” because there is no greater joy than the perfect gift given to the 

world whose name is Jesus. 

 

 

        Jeremy Slagle 

 

 

  

Zephaniah 3:14-20 (NRSV) 

3:14 “Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
O daughter Jerusalem!3:15 The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has 
turned away your enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear 
disaster no more.3:16 On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do 
not let your hands grow weak.3:17 The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who 
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will 
exult over you with loud singing 3:18 as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from 
you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. 3:19 I will deal with all your oppressors at 
that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame 
into praise and renown in all the earth. 3:20 At that time I will bring you home, at the 
time when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples 
of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.” 



   Monday, December 13 

       

The season of Advent and Christmas since childhood, seems like the phrase we always 

hear ~   “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year.” The pep in our steps feels lighter as we 

think of celebrating the birth of sweet baby Jesus. The gifts brought to him in celebration by the 

three Wise Men prompts us to want to give gifts of ourselves to God’s work and to our beloved 

family members, dearest friends and those in need.  I like to do this as a Thanksgiving to God 

and the birth of Jesus for all their goodness to me as one of their beloved children. Naturally this 

Heart of Thanksgiving and love makes me happy to give to others.  

  Some of my favorite joys during this season is to listen to beautiful traditional Christmas 

songs and other lovely Christmas music.  The intoxicating smells of balsam scented candles, 

favorite family traditional Christmas cookies, and food cooking bring back such warm and happy 

memories growing up with my parents and sister, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins, family 

friends, and neighbors.  

With the lights low we enjoy the light of our Nativity scene, Christmas tree decorations, 

and stockings hanging from the mantle. They are a way of filling my heart with so much love 

and thanksgiving for our beloved Jesus. And all that we as Christians have received from him in 

his unconditional love for each of us is deeply felt. I am so blessed with many beautiful 

memories.  

All of this makes me want to share with others the goodness and grace offered by Jesus. 

He was born and lived; was crucified and died; was buried and resurrected after three days; He 

lives today!!! 

It makes me happy and excited to know I will spend eternity with Jesus and his father, 

God. I will be reunited with my family and friends that have gone on before me. This is His 

GIFT to all…if you want it. It’s free! 

God’s word in Hebrews 13:8, tells us that, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and 

forever.” And our strength for life comes from God’s grace.  For we know according to his 

Word, in Hebrews 13:14 “this world is not our permanent home.”   I am looking forward to the   

home prepared for me in Heaven, (and for my heavenly horse… for God knows the desires of 

our hearts ❤️).  So let us enjoy life through the grace and love of Jesus as we move through this 

special and beautiful Advent and Christmas season. 

 

           Joy Duff 

  

Hebrews 13:11-16 

11 The high priest carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, 
but the bodies are burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city 
gate to make the people holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him outside 
the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but 
we are looking for the city that is to come.15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually 
offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do 
not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 



    Tuesday, December 14 

 

 

A stump bears fruit. The needy receive righteousness. Justice is for the poor. This is what 

Christmas means: Christ comes and turns the world upside down, or actually upside right.   

 

When I think of a stump, I think of death. I imagine life taken down and cut away, not to return. 

But Jesus takes the dead things and turns them into new life. From a stump, new life emerges in 

Christ.  That new life doesn’t look like we thought it would or even sometimes how we think it 

should. He takes the standards of the world, shakes them up, and teaches us a different way. He 

doesn’t judge our outward appearance or by what he hears, but instead he looks at the condition 

of our heart. Our poor and needy hearts in need of righteous judgement and direction from our 

God.   

Jesus came to us to teach us that it is really the meek that will inherit the earth; those that 

mourn that will be comforted; those that humble themselves that will be lifted up.  

 

If I’m being honest, somedays I hear this and raise my eyebrows. Really? But even if it doesn’t 

always seem so, we trust that Christ will return and make it so. He will restore all things to His 

perfect plan. One day, the wolf and lamb shall live together in peace. The earth will be filled 

with the knowledge of the Lord. All things good will be brought back to life and all evil will be 

slayed. This is the good news of Christmas. As we celebrate the first coming of Christ, we wait 

in anticipation for the second coming of our King. Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

 

          Elizabeth Swicegood 

  

Isaiah 11: 1-10 
1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 2 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him; the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord- 3and he will 
delight in the fear of the Lord. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide 
by what he hears with his ears; 4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with 
justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the 
rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness will 
be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
and a little child will lead them. 7 The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie 
down together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The infant will play near the 
cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 9 They will neither 
harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the earth will be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a 
banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be 
glorious.  

 

 



Wednesday, December 15 

 

 

 

I am always thankful for ministers, hymn writers, and authors who study the scriptures and 

explain it so even someone like me can understand it in a deeper way. One of the masters of this 

skill is Max Lucado, minister and noted author. God has given him a special gift; and ability to 

see God’s love for us in a clear, remarkable ways. 

 

Christmas is a time we especially think and ponder over the amazing love of God. 

So as Max has said: 

 

              “If God had a refrigerator, your picture would be on it. 

                If God had a wallet, your photo would be in it. 

                He sends you flowers every Spring and a sunrise every morning. 

                When you want to talk He’ll listen. 

                He could live anywhere in the universe, and He chose your heart. 

                And the Christmas gift He sent you in Bethlehem? 

                 Face it, friend, He’s crazy about you!” 

    Max Lucado 

 

 

 

 

 

       Vicki Lambert 

  

  

Matthew 2:10-11 (NIV) 

 

When they saw the star, they [the Magi] were overjoyed.  

On coming to the house they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 

down and worshipped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with the gifts od gold and of incense and myrrh. 

 



Monday, December 16 

As 2021 is ending, we are reminded of the unusual events of the year, more specifically 

the pandemic and the effects it has had on all facets of life.  With the coming of the Christmas 

season, I am reminded of the plans and preparations we made while growing up in rural Pamlico 

County. Upon receiving a Christmas flyer from Walmart this very week, as I write this in late 

October, I think of the Sears Wishbook arriving when I was a child. My siblings and I studied it 

page by page as we prepared our Christmas list. The “countdown to Christmas” calendar was 

visible as we participated in the events at the school, then later at church. Learning parts to recite, 

singing carols, and decorating the church were all parts of preparation for the coming 

events. Christmas Eve service and sharing of the Christmas story was at the forefront.  

  Another fond memory was our trip through the woods in search of a Christmas tree. Our 

dad led us through briers, bushes, and marshland in search of the “perfect” tree. Oh, the joy of 

that experience in the natural setting that God provided. We rejected many trees but ALWAYS 

dragged home THE tree.  My dad finally stood it up next to him, it towered above him, usually 

several feet taller than he. Much pruning and shaping was needed to fit through the front 

door. By the time it was all done, it was definitely much smaller, oddly shaped, and by no means 

as it had begun. No matter, it was our tree, and our mom allowed it to be decorated to our liking. 

It was beautiful and perfect in every way in our eyes. 

      As we look at the scripture passage from Psalm 80:17, I can see such a comparison of 

those events in my life as a child.  The tree we made into our very own was something we 

accepted.  It was pruned, shaped, and molded to our liking. In the same way God takes us as His 

own, molding and making us, letting His light shine through us, so we can be the hands and feet 

we need to be for Him.  

      During this Holy season, we find it a time to be more mindful of others. The intention to 

become more caring for the welfare of others is apparent. But it can be easy to become 

bombarded with the expectations, obligations, or situations.  In Jeremiah 31:31-34 we focus on 

the new covenant the Lord made with the house of Israel.  As we think of God in His covenant to 

bless those who promise to obey, should we not be filled with gratitude for His unfailing love 

and forgiveness? With He being OUR God and WE being HIS people, it is fitting to share the 

goodness and grace He has given. Giving of our time, talents, as well as other means we have 

been afforded seems so appropriate. I so love the expression of “doing a random act of 

kindness.”  Making this a practice in everyday life is such a blessing! 

      Finally, thinking of the sacrifices, losses, and disappointments many have endured, we 

must look forward with hope. We can look at the greater offering given for us, that Christ gave 

himself for our sins as one sacrifice for all time, and then sat down in the place of highest honor 

at God’s right hand. We must focus humble gratitude for the greatest gift that was given for each 

of us.  Because He lives, we can face tomorrow.   

 

With best wishes to all, Susan Williams 

Jeremiah 31:31 (NIV) 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord,  “when I will make a new covenant with the 

people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 



 Friday, December 17 

 

 Christmas is a very big day for our Family. We decorate at the end of November and 

always have a big family event making sure everyone is included. We play games, we eat good 

food, and we praise the Lord for our blessings. For us Christmas is about being together as a 

family and sharing love and fellowship.  

 Isaiah 42:10-18 says “Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise from the ends of the earth, 

you who go down to the sea, and all that is in it, your islands, and all who live in them.  Let the 

wilderness and its towns raise their voices; let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. Let the 

people of Sela sing for joy; let them shout from the mountaintops. Let them give glory to the 

Lord and proclaim his praise in the islands. The Lord will march out like a champion, like a 

warrior he will stir up his zeal. With a shout he will raise the battle cry and will triumph over his 

enemies. “For a long time, I have kept silent, I have been quiet and held myself back. But now, 

like a woman in childbirth, I cry out, I gasp and pant. I will lay waste the mountains and hills and 

dry up all their vegetation I will turn rivers into islands and dry up the pools. I will lead the blind 

by ways they have not known, along unfamiliar paths I will guide the I will turn the darkness 

into light before them and make the rough places smooth. These are the things I will do. I will 

not forsake them.  But those who trust in idols, who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ will be 

turned back in utter shame.  

 I think God is saying trust me, spread the word of the Lord, and I will bless you. Do not 

lose sight of what Christmas and day to day life really is about and I will remind you what it is 

like to have nothing. Because to not have God’s love and song in your heart is to have nothing. 

God is loving and giving but we have to live in His light and show His love to our neighbors. We 

have to shout his name from the highest mountains and to the lowest parts of the ocean. ‘Till all 

know about his love and mercy. This is what I truly think that is what Christmas is about … 

showing God’s constant love and spreading his good word.   

 

 

           Malcolm Chitty III  

 

 

  

Isaiah 42: 10-11 

Sing to the Lord a new song,  his praise from the ends of the earth, you who go down to 
the sea, and all that is in it,  you islands, and all who live in them. 11 Let the wilderness 
and its towns raise their voices;  let the settlements where Kedar lives rejoice. Let the 
people of Sela sing for joy;  let them shout from the mountaintops. 

 

 



Saturday, December 18 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         We each have our own favorite Christmas traditions. Watching the movie Elf while 

decorating the living room Christmas tree is the oldest of our traditions. Driving around looking 

at Christmas lights while drinking hot chocolate and listening to Christmas music is another of 

our traditions. Decorating the outside of our home is the newest of our Christmas traditions. 

 

          On Christmas Eve we read, The Real Night Before Christmas which is the story of the 

birth of Jesus being told by a little duck who might have been at the stable when Christ was born. 

Jeremy’s favorite line in this book is, “Then what to my duck-eyes should appear, but a girl on a 

donkey, with a man walking near?” This book shows the excitement of being there when Jesus 

was born. 

 

        The Slagle Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Luke 2:4-7 (NRSV) 

 

4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of Davidcalled 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David.  5  He went to be 

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.   

6  While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  

 7  And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him 

in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 



Sunday, December 19 

 

 

 

Luke 1:26-56 

 Young. Innocent. Humble. Servant. These are words written throughout various 

translations of the first chapter of Luke to describe Mary, the mother of Jesus. As a mother of 

three children who are now teenagers, I am drawn into Mary’s story and her encounter with the 

Angel Gabriel, the discovery of her pregnancy by the Holy Spirit, and her visit with her cousin 

Elizabeth. 

 My first child, a beautiful baby girl, was born the week of Christmas on a snowy morning 

in Eastern North Carolina (how rare!) and brought to me by the nurses stuffed into a red 

Christmas stocking. My husband and I brought her home on Christmas Eve and we were greeted 

by many friends and family. We were showered with food, gifts, special visits and lots of love 

and support by everyone. 

  In contrast, Mary was a poor female in Nazareth who was in danger of losing her life 

because she was unwed and pregnant. Despite the rumors and the gossip that surrounded Mary 

and her scandalous pregnancy, she praised God for favoring her and for blessing her by carrying 

a child conceived by the Holy Spirit. Upon hurrying out of town, she is greeted in celebration by 

her cousin Elizabeth. Elizabeth’s unborn child, John the Baptist, leaps for joy in the presence of 

the pre-born Lord. Luke 1:46-55 is referred to as Mary’s Song. It is a song of praise and 

magnification of the Lord by Mary. In Verse 46 of the King James Version, the Scripture reads, 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord.” In Verse 49 of the New Living Translation, we read “For he, 

the Mighty One, is holy, and he has done great things for me.” 

 Let us this Christmas season rejoice along with Mary. Let us not think of any difficult 

circumstances that may surround us. Let us instead magnify the Lord! Let us make Him large in 

our lives in whatever obstacles that we may face. Let us rejoice in the great things He has done 

for us. For He has done great things!              

          Kelly Brinson 

Luke 1     Mary’s Song    

 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,48 for he has been mindful of the humble 

state of his servant.  From now on all generations will call me blessed,  

for the Mighty One has done great things for me -- holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,  from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 

    he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones   but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things  but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel,  remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,  just as he promised our ancestors.” 

56 Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 

 



Monday, December 20 

Sometimes when I read Scripture, it floats over my head and never really lands. It can be 

hard for me to genuinely “feel” a passage and its meaning. As a way to fight against this distance 

between God’s Word and my ability to remember and absorb it, I have started to make a point to 

learn how one passage in the Bible connects to another, and another, and so on. I read all the 

notes and all the tiny-print cross-indexes in the margin. I am naturally interested in history and 

literature, and so this research approach to Scripture helps me see what I’m reading as part of 

God’s overarching narrative for man.  

So when I saw Psalm 113 come up as the lectionary text for my devotion, I was thrilled 

to see my own margin note in green pen telling myself to look also at Psalm 118 and Matthew 

26:30.  The Matthew passage describes Jesus and the disciples in their final actions after the 

Passover meal and just before Jesus prays in Gethsemane. The text reads, “And when they had 

sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.” The commentary on Psalm 118 in my Bible 

states that scholars generally cite Psalms 113 or 118 as the typical Passover hymns of Jesus’ day.  

Think about that. Jesus and his disciples have just eaten the Last Supper, and now they are 

singing a hymn—likely this hymn, Psalm 113. It is connections like these that make Christmas 

mean much more to me than just the acknowledgement of Jesus’ birth. It is actually the point at 

which the Bible makes its second loop around; we have seen the foundation of faith, of 

prophecy, of God in action in the Old Testament, but now we see those same deeds and words 

repeated again in the New Testament.  

The Nativity is the linchpin that connects the narration of ancient Biblical history to the 

narration of the Christian faith—my faith and your faith and the faith of the ancient Israelites 

before us. Reread the opening lines of Psalm 113: “Let the name of the Lord be praised, both 

now and forevermore.” The Israelites sang those words. Jesus likely sang them, too, and now 

WE are part of the Israelites’ “forevermore”, singing the very same words. I encourage you to 

bask in that sense of your place in God’s narrative when you look at the Nativity this season. 

You are part of a much larger Book, and your role in it matters.  

   

       Josie Doak  

Psalm 113 

1 Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD, you his servants; praise the name of the LORD. 

2 Let the name of the LORD be praised, both now and forevermore. 

3 From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the LORD is to be praised. 

4 The LORD is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens. 

5 Who is like the LORD our God, the One who sits enthroned on high, 

6 who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth? 

7 He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 

8 he seats them with princes, with the princes of his people. 

9 He settles the childless woman in her home as a happy mother of children. 

Praise the LORD. 



Tuesday, December 21 

 

 

 During the Christmas season it may be easy for us to feel close to or at least reminded of 

the Lord. It is the Christmas season after all. Jesus’s birthday with holiday music and décor all 

around. But what about the rest of the year? Do we remember how awesome our Lord is just the 

same?  This Psalm begins to describe a few of the amazing things about our Lord and all that He 

can do.  

 

 As His servants we are called to praise Him throughout the entire universe.  From the 

days written about in the Bible to today and all the days to come, the Lord continues to 

demonstrate his love, grace and sovereignty.  Verse 5 explains how the Lord sits on His throne, 

but yet he still cares about and watches over us here on Earth (verse 6).  As Luke 12:7 reassures 

us “Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not; you are of more value than 

many sparrows”  

 

 The Lord is with us yesterday, today, tomorrow, and forevermore.  One of my go-to 

praise songs is by Matt Maher. It is a favorite because it is upbeat and also reminds me how 

much I do need God. 

 

 

Where sin runs deep, Your grace is more 

Where grace is found is where You are 

And where You are, Lord I am free 

Holiness is Christ in me. 

 

 

      

          Kelsie McBride 

 

 

  

Psalm 113 
1 Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, you his servants; praise the name of the Lord. 
2 Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore. From the rising of the 
sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.4 The Lord is 
exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens. 5 Who is like the Lord our God, 
the One who sits enthroned on high,6 who stoops down to look on the heavens and the 
earth?  He raises the poor from the dust  and lifts the needy from the ash heap; 8 he seats 
them with princes, with the princes of his people. 
9 He settles the childless woman in her home as a happy mother of children. 

Praise the Lord. 

 



Wednesday, December 22 

 

Have you ever used anything that has outlived its usefulness or its intended purpose? 

Perhaps you continued using it because it was not too broken to serve?   One such item today is 

old “barn wood”, lumber that comes from old houses and barns, warehouses, and so on. It may 

even be over a hundred years old but remains solid and useful to those with keen eyes and 

expertise. It has become very useful and sought-after. it has aged and is not perfect. But it’s 

weathered color variations, knots, nail holes, saw blade marks and splits actually make it more 

attractive. Even with all these imperfections, barn wood is being made into something useful and 

valued.   

            In the days when people were wanting for a savior, they probably expected that one to be 

born of a Queen. They expected a warrior king that would deliver them from all who came 

against them. But God had other plans and set his eyes upon Mary. Like the old barn wood, 

Mary was not perfect. And she was not a queen but in a lowly state. She, like everyone else on 

earth, was a sinner in need of salvation. Mary was a poor Jewish girl, noticeably young and 

engaged. God chose her, a very devout follower. She was humble, and despite her flaws God had 

chosen her to be the vessel through which He would come into the world as Jesus the Christ. 

Mary praises the Lord and recognizes Him as her Savior as well as all humanity. For holy is His 

name. She recognizes that God has mercy for those that fear Him and for all generations.             

            He lifts those up that follow His ways, even us today. She knows that God through His 

power has taken on proud and powerful Pharaohs and Kings. Then she lets us know God stoops 

to lift up the lowly and humble.  God has fed the hungry yet sent the rich away empty. This is 

what we see in Jesus’ ministry as well, beginning with the sermon on the mount and the feeding 

of the 5,000. Then Mary reminds us of God’s promise to Abraham in making His people a great 

nation and that He will bestow mercy upon them.  Through Mary, God gave us His son Jesus, 

that we may have access to God and His boundless mercy. Pray:  Give praise to God for His 

caring for the imperfect, lowly and humble.  Thank God for sending His Son that through Him 

we may be saved.  Ask God to continue to pour His mercy upon us while forgiving us of our 

sins. 

 

          Chuck White 

 

Luke 1 

46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord  and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior,48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant.  From now on all 

generations will call me blessed, for the Mighty One has done great things for me—

holy is his name.50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to 

generation.51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who 

are proud in their inmost thoughts.52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

but has lifted up the humble.53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent 

the rich away empty. 54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 

merciful55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as he promised our 

ancestors.”  

 



Thursday, December 23 

 

 

To this day I enjoy looking through a magnifying glass as it makes an object bigger and easier to 

see and examine. It brings an object into greater focus, to see details I would otherwise be unable 

to observe.  

I realize magnification can also apply to my relationship with the Lord spiritually. One definition 

of magnify is "to exalt, to praise, glorify, to make great or enlarge." Christians need to exalt the 

Lord in today’s unbelieving world that continues to minimize, misrepresent, and mock Him. Just 

as the angels on high, we must glorify Him in the presence of those who are blind to His glory. 

Then, we must make great His love and grace through our actions to those who have never seen 

it or known it. 

This year, join me magnifying the Lord in our homes, as we enjoy the lights of Trent Woods, as 

we participate in Christmas Eve services at church, as we savor the gathering of friends and 

family, and as we meditate and rejoice in His promises for the believer. Through spiritual 

magnification, we will better know Him and declare unto Him How Great Thou Art. The refrain 

of this hymn declares, “Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: How great thou art! How 

great thou art!” With our souls being our spiritual magnifying glass, we will magnify the Lord by 

declaring “How great thou art!” Let us share this good news with others over the hills and 

everywhere. 

 Linda Williams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Luke 1: 46-47  

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…”  

 

 



Friday, December 24  

Christmas Eve 

 

 

In a lowly stable in Bethlehem, the City of David a miracle is about to take place. How amazing 

is the meaning of this blessed event! All nature, animals, the sun and the stars and planetary 

lights are nothing compared to the glory of God revealed in His Son Jesus there in the stable. 

God has reached out to humanity with this unparalleled gift of a Savior for humankind.  

 

Another Christmas is upon us, and to me it never grows old. I see in the beautiful lights and color 

displays a heightened anticipation and wonder. I remember it as a child, as a father of our 

children Michael and Megan, and I see it again in their children Emma and Jackson, and Janie 

and Gracie. The excited sounds from children and grandchildren, families at church, reunions 

with family and friends give a freshened hope and wonder. For those who are weighed down 

with worry, tension, sickness, lostness… it is a time to look for hope. It may not be an easy hope 

to hold, but when we are the most in need, we may experience a freshening of spirit and 

connection to the Lord.  

 

Selfish thinking, uneasiness, fearfulness, and longing can cloud our minds and hearts. There is a 

peace and joy available to us. Take a moment during this holy season to look within and without 

for that still quiet voice. On this night before Christmas, think and remember, what could be 

more memorable and important than the birth of a Savior. Jesus Christ, Lord of all creation. 

Learn and relearn to trust in God and not rely on our own understanding. Miracles defy 

explanation and our imagination but can turn us toward God. There is so much more than what I 

can see or perceive. What a miracle of grace, love and forgiveness can be found through the 

Name of Jesus. Believe and trust in Him and enjoy His Love this Christmas.  

 

So “Sing to the Lord a new song” and Bless His Holy Name. Tell everyone who will listen. Our 

God reigns forever and ever, Amen.  

 

“As with gladness men of old Did the guiding star behold. 

As with joy they hailed its light, Leading onward, beaming bright. 

So most gracious Lord, may we Evermore be led to Thee.”      William C. Dix 

 

   John Rausch 

Psalm 96:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing to the LORD, 

praise his Name; proclaim his salvation day after day. 3 Declare his glory among the 

nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Luke 2: 10-12 (NIV)  

10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.”   



Saturday, December 25 

See and Be God’s Light! 
 

Jesus proclaimed, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me will not walk in darkness but will have 
the light of life.”  (John 8:12) Then add to this John’s affirmation, “The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:5) 

Christmas celebrates the glorious fact that God has shared with us His priceless gift of LIGHT. God invites 
you to take Him by a hand of faith and walk with your guiding Heavenly Father into a fabulous future of 
following His illumination. The Lord wants us to SEE and BE His light in this dark world. 

Every person travels through seasons of darkness. The darkness may be linked to a personal failure, a 
family feud, a financial crisis, a friend with whom we disagree, 
a sin, a sorrow, or an anxiety causing sickness.  These patches 
of darkness cause us to wonder if evil will win. My friends, 
today, RIGHT NOW, it is time to reroute our lives…to begin 
again. It is time to stop being a victim of the world’s darkness 
and start walking as a victor in the Lord’s light. 

In the midst of a world filled with the darkness of sin, God sent 
Jesus into the world to shine a great light…a light so bright that 
it would guide, reroute and provide transformation for all who 
follow. 

Furthermore, Jesus assigns His children the privilege of being 
His light: “You are the light of the world, let your light so shine 
among people that they may see your good works and glorify 
your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) 

This Christmas let’s embrace Christ’s invitation to walk in His 
illumination. After you SEE His light, promise to BE His light: 
“proving yourself blameless and pure, children of God above 
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse world, among 
whom you shine as children of the light.” (Philippians 2:15) 

 

Dr. Richard D. Seagle 

Christmas Day 
Stars we have seen 
Over deserts and oceans 
Darkness was deep 
But never hopeless 
Redemption came 
And His name is Jesus 
 
Sing all you people 
The Lord Almighty reigns 
Sing every creature of God 
Come and bless His name 
For He is good 
For He is good 
He was born to conquer the grave 
Light of the world 
The reason for Christmas day 

  – Chris Tomlin 
 

John 1:1-14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 
beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.6 There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 
He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not 
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God.14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son,[d] full of grace and truth. 


